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Natalie Hirst relates her experience as a Barlow Robbins LLP 
trainee

After completing my LPC in 2010, I joined Barlow Robbins as a secretary with the 
ambition to secure a training contract here.  I actually completed my law degree 
back in 2003, but spent the intervening years building both legal and commercial 
experience.  I had worked in both a magic circle firm and a regional firm, so I knew 
the type of firm in which I wanted to pursue a career.   Barlow Robbins is exactly what 
you’d expect of a regional heavyweight – it’s a firm of capable and intelligent lawyers 
with a great work ethic, but lawyers who are friendly and able to talk to each other 
outside of work!  This makes for a great training experience, in which you’ll gain early 
responsibility and exposure to good quality work comparable with London firms, 
whilst being fully supported and encouraged.

In my first seat in Commercial Property, I drafted a Renewal Lease, a Notice to 
Complete and conducted a completion within the first week.  I also attended a client 
meeting with my supervising partner to discuss a complex transaction involving 
the sale of a property owned by two SIPP trusts (self-invested personal pension) to 
the member trustees and their wives.  Simultaneously to the sale, we acted in an 
acquisition under the SIPPs of a commercial office block (subject to a lease), and the 
grant of a new lease of one of the floors.  Barlow Robbins also acted for the lenders 
in the transaction through use of a Chinese wall.   I was heavily involved from start to finish, which was great experience 
for me and is proof that you’ll do more than SDLT returns!

In my second seat in Personal Injury and Clinical Negligence, I attended a conference with Counsel on my first day.  I 
later appeared before a Master at the Royal Courts of Justice, which was both a thrilling experience and a learning 
curve – never again will I worry about correcting the layout of a consent order that someone else has drafted!  As well 
as attending various hearings, I was lucky enough to attend a five-day Coroner’s Inquest with a jury, as my supervising 
partner was tied up with a joint settlement meeting.  I sat behind Counsel with the deceased’s family, which was a unique 
lesson in client care as well as an opportunity to get to grips with complicated medical evidence, which I really enjoyed.

In addition to mid-seat and end of seat reviews with your supervising partner, you also have the opportunity to meet 
with the training principal to discuss your progress and anything else you might wish to talk about.  Now that I am in my 
second year, the firm will do their best to accommodate my preference for the final seat.  Each lawyer here has a very 
different style, and you’ll get a fantastic opportunity to work out whose style you want to emulate when you’re qualified.  

In summary, I’d say that this isn’t a “one size fits all” training contract – the more you put into it, the more you’ll gain.


