
Luke Edwards relates his experience as a Barlow Robbins LLP 
trainee

I studied law at the University of Swansea having developed a keen interest in the 
subject in the years prior to university. Although my original plan was to become 
a police officer, the academic side of law instead drew me towards becoming a 
solicitor.

Following my graduation I took a year out to work at different companies, including 
Panasonic, in various non-legal roles so I could experience other areas before 
committing to a specific career in law. Once the answer became clear, I went on to 
complete the LPC at the University of Law in Guildford.

With a desire to not move too far afield, I began applying to different firms locally 
and ultimately settled at Barlow Robbins LLP where I worked as a paralegal before 
commencing my training contract in 2018. I found the selection process to be fair 
and I was given the opportunity to demonstrate how I could be a valuable asset to 
the firm as well as ask any questions of my own.

My first seat was with the Dispute Resolution department in the firm’s Guildford 
office. Although I had the benefit of already having worked in the Commercial 
Property department of the firm for a number of years, I was still ultimately in an entirely new area of law with different 
colleagues and a new style of working. The team were great to work with and I was involved right from the start in cases 
of a very high level and even got to personally issue a small number of cases in the High Court at the Royal Courts of 
Justice in London.
 
For my second seat I worked in the Residential Property department in the Woking office which again had a great 
team to work alongside. I enjoyed learning how different this area was to Commercial Property beyond the expected 
similarities and during my six months there I was able to further develop the skills necessary to be an effective solicitor.

Due to the number of areas Barlow Robbins LLP specialise in, they are able to offer a well-rounded experience to trainees 
by placing them in very different areas of law. I am now once more working in the firm’s Guildford office for my third 
seat in the Corporate & Commercial department and am continuing to build on my experience and expand my skill set.

From a social point of view the firm organises a wide range of events throughout each year including different sporting 
events, quizzes and even wine tasting. There are also a number of competitions in aid of charity within the firm, with one 
example this year being the firm’s very own version of Bake Off.

I would absolutely recommend Barlow Robbins LLP for any aspiring solicitor. As a trainee you will be given a high level 
of responsibility but also be appropriately supervised to ensure you are effectively learning and developing throughout 
each seat. Due to the size of the firm you will deal with all types of clients, some you would only expect to encounter at 
a larger city or regional firm and others at a smaller high street firm, and in this sense you are getting the best of both 
worlds.


