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Rebecca Bridson - Work Experience at Barlow Robbins

I completed the GDL at University of Law, Guildford (2018-19) and it was through networking events and law fairs 
based at the university that I first came across Barlow Robbins. The trainee and associate that I spoke with were both so 
personable, but, professional, that I was interested to learn more about the firm that had recruited them. 
 
On my Vacation Scheme, I shadowed various team members in the Woking and Guildford offices. Structuring 
the week across both offices meant that I was able to meet more people and experience different office layouts. 

I shadowed a Partner and a Trainee in Employment, where I had the opportunity to sit in on client phone-calls. I also 
discussed the business and marketing elements of private practice with the Partner and researched the difference 
between judicial assessment and judicial mediation. During my time with the Family team, I prepared a divorce petition, 
researched and wrote an article on the proposed divorce reforms, and read cases concerning matters of abduction, 
domestic abuse, and psychological assessments.  In the PICN team, I looked at the pleadings and witness statements 
for a £4m claim being brought against three defendants. I studied CCTV footage and considered the issues of liability 
in relation to various cases. I also looked at medical evidence and JC Guidelines. I had to consider the client’s position 
realistically in relation to both tasks, working to reach a conclusion that I then discussed with my mentor. In Dispute 
Resolution, I checked through Estate Representation documents and drafted an LBA (letter before action) according to 
the Pre-Action Protocol in the Civil Procedure Rules. I also compared and assessed witness statements for an IHT issue. 
 
The placement gave me the opportunity to gain experience in departments I had not previously considered, and I would 
definitely like to pursue these areas further. I would recommend the programme to anyone with an interest in learning 
more about Barlow Robbins or private practice in general. 


