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Bethany Walker  - Work Experience at Barlow Robbins

About to enter my final year of Law at the University of Surrey in September 2019, I knew it was vital to gain exposure 
into Law in practice, as opposed to just theory of the law that I experience on my undergraduate degree, in order to start 
determining the firm I would like to apply to in the hope for a Training Contract offer one day. 
 
From the offset at Barlow Robbins LLP, I felt so welcomed and instantly understood the values of the firm and what it 
works by. From meeting HR, to being introduced to my supervisor in each department, as well as the wider teams, it 
was apparent how personable and friendly the members of the firm are, whilst working extremely hard to deliver a high 
standard of excellence to every one of its clients.
 
As opposed to only experiencing one area of practice, each day of the week I sat in a different department, which 
included Personal Injury, Private Wealth & Tax, Family, Commercial & Corporate and Commercial Property. As I have 
elected to study Family Law in my final year, it was intriguing to delve into some of the cases that the firm has worked on 
and achieved very successful outcomes for. Furthermore, my time in Commercial Property taught me how to approach 
Property Law with more of a ‘business mind’, taking into account the surrounding economy and market in an area and 
how this would affect your client’s commercial needs. Throughout the week, I started to develop skills I had not yet 
experienced, such as drafting LPAs in Private Wealth & Tax and selecting integral information on a road traffic collision 
in Personal Injury, in order for the Solicitor to write a letter of instruction to an independent medical expert.  

No matter how busy someone was, they would take time out of their day to thoroughly explain their expertise to me and 
provide me with an insight into the competitive legal industry and training contract applications. I therefore was able to gain 
invaluable advice from members of the firm in a variety of stages of their career, with advice from not only trainees and NQs, 
but also Senior Associates and Partners. Everyone was extremely approachable and inclusive of me during my week at the firm. 

My vacation scheme placement at Barlow Robbins has left me feeling extremely inspired and more knowledgeable into 
the practical side of the legal industry, and ready to tackle my final year of University in order to kickstart the pursuit 
of my legal career. I would recommend this firm’s work experience to, not only Law students, however anyone who is 
interested in converting to Law, since several of the Solicitors I had worked with had either completed the GDL, or had 
taken a more unique route into their legal career. This only demonstrates how diverse the firm is and how there are no 
two people the same at Barlow Robbins LLP. 


