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Kate Phipps  - Work Experience at Barlow Robbins

As a second-year history student seeking to undertake the GDL at the end of my degree, gaining work experience 
seemed essential. I had anticipated I might be able to shadow one or two solicitors and get involved in some of the more 
menial tasks around the office; having never studied law before and with very limited prior experience, but this was not 
the case. 
 
Barlow Robbins’ work experience scheme was extremely well-considered and tailored to suit our backgrounds. 
I was partnered with another history student in his third-year who had also expressed an interest in family and 
corporate law, and we were equipped with a comprehensive itinerary of the week, giving us experience in a variety 
of departments across both the Woking and Guildford offices. I was overwhelmed by how welcoming both offices 
were, with trainees, associates and partners all willing to take the time to provide us with detailed advice for the 
sector, discuss their pathway into Barlow Robbins, and were genuinely interested in our backgrounds and career 
ambitions. It was refreshing to see how passionate every solicitor was about their department and line of work. 

We were involved in a highly diverse array of work, in the family department, corporate and commercial, dispute 
resolution, and schools and charities across the week. Our activities included analysing real cases, research tasks, drafting 
petitions with case studies, discussions with the department teams, as well as the opportunity to sit in on a client phone 
call and even attend a dispute resolution case in the Royal Courts of Justice towards the end of the week. It was clear to 
see that the Barlow Robbins team actively sought to provide us with as much exposure and insight into the legal world; 
thoroughly considering our own interests in guiding our experience and providing us with dynamic learning opportunities. 
 
Overall, it was an extremely insightful and immersive week and I am very grateful to have had the opportunity to 
undertake the scheme. The week went above and beyond any prior expectations and despite the fairly recent and 
possibly experimental nature of the programme, I cannot fault the scheme at all, it was a fantastic insight. There was a 
great balance between networking and with other partners and associates, research tasks providing us with greater legal 
understanding, as well as involvement in real work and case studies. The week was incredibly inspiring and has definitely 
made me more passionate about pursuing a career in law, as well as helping me to identify which areas of law I would 
ultimately like to specialise in. I am very thankful to everyone at Barlow Robbins for facilitating such an inspiring and 
insightful week. 


