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Jasmyn Spanswick - Work Experience at Barlow Robbins

As a second year law student, my week at Barlow Robbins was an invaluable experience of what a career as a solicitor 
entails. Being located in both the Woking and Guildford offices, and working within a different sector every day, meant 
that I had practical experience of subjects I had studied at University and other areas beyond the scope of my degree. 
The range of sectors that I had access to were very varied and this was extremely helpful as I have not yet decided which 
sector I want to pursue a career in. Therefore, it gave insight into many different areas of law, helping me to make this 
decision.
 
For those subjects that I had previously studied I was able to see hard copies of the documents that I had learnt about in 
lectures and see how they were used in practice by legal professionals. I was able to use my knowledge from my degree 
and apply these to current cases. I was encouraged to use this knowledge to draw opinions on the cases and to ask any 
further questions that arose. For those subjects that I had not yet studied I was given in-depth explanations on what they 
include, what the main issues are that they are trying to solve and the types of clients they deal with. 
 
Being in different sectors throughout the week also meant that I was able to interact with multiple solicitors and 
associates. This was very beneficial as I was able to get advice from legal professionals who had varied experiences of 
qualifying as a lawyer and who specialised in different areas. One of the most valuable aspects of this work experience 
scheme was that all the solicitors and associates at Barlow Robbins were eager to answer any queries that I had. They 
went over and above to ensure that I fully understand what a career in the legal profession entails, that I comprehended 
the law and skills they were using and to give me advice on the application process for training contracts. They genuinely 
had an interest in my future career!
 
Also, this was an extremely valuable experience because of the practical role I was able to have during my time at Barlow 
Robbins. I was able to get involved in actual cases, whether this was by scrutinising CCTV or attending client meetings. 
I was able to read case files, view the types of forms that need to be filled out within certain sectors and witness 
communication with clients. My week at Barlow Robbins gave me a real insight into how law firms work and allowed me 
to actively engage and learn through practical experience. I am so thankful for this experience!


