
Olivia Stanton relates her experience as a Barlow Robbins LLP 
trainee

I studied history at Bristol University, before going on to complete the GDL and LPC 
at the University of Law in Guildford.  I then went to work in the Houses of Parliament 
for over five years, assisting MPs with their parliamentary functions.  In this role I was 
fortunate enough to witness first-hand the making of law, to work on Justice Select 
Committee matters and to set up various All Party Parliamentary Groups.  I even 
had the chance to go to Rwanda to work with some of the genocide’s widows, who 
were preparing their commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of the genocide.  
However I was keen to move back to the legal sector, so I began the search for a 
training contract.

When choosing the firm at which I wanted to undertake my training, there were 
several key features that I was looking for.  Firstly, I wanted a firm which was small 
enough to ensure I would be valued as an individual, but large enough to guarantee 
top quality work.  Secondly, I wanted a full-service firm as I was unsure of the type of 
law that I would be best suited to, so I was keen to experience a variety of different 
areas.  Finally, I wanted a firm whose ethos struck the right accord between ambition 
and a work-life balance.  For me, Barlow Robbins fulfilled all these criteria.

My first seat was in the Residential Property department in the Woking office, where the team could not have been more 
welcoming.  Residential Property is a great department to start in, as the work is fast-paced and there is a high level of 
client contact.  I was given plenty of responsibility from the beginning and was even asked to write a Report on Title on 
my very first day.  My supervising partner was fantastic – she always took the time to explain things to me and to give 
constructive feedback, and I accompanied her to all her client meetings.  

For my second seat I moved to the Guildford office, where I am now in the Schools and Charities department.  The work 
in this department is really varied – I have been involved in employment matters, property issues, GDPR, the setting up 
of charities and I have attended the Crown Court.  I am part of a really friendly team and, again, I have been fortunate to 
have a great supervising partner.  I have found the clients incredibly interesting as we represent some very worthwhile 
charities.  The department holds quite a lot of events and it has been good to have the chance to get involved with these 
events.

Being a trainee at Barlow Robbins has provided me with lots of networking opportunities, as the firm encourages us 
to get involved with the Guildford Junior Professionals Group and the Young Surrey Lawyers.  In addition, I have really 
enjoyed representing the firm at the Surrey Game and Country Fair, the Guildford Legal Walk and at the various quizzes 
for which we have put together teams.  Wine tasting and the pancake race have also been particularly fun! 

For me, the stand-out feature of Barlow Robbins has been the time and effort that has been put into my training.  On 
my first day at the firm, the extent of everything I needed to learn to become a solicitor seemed overwhelming, and 
my training contract has very much been a learning process.  However I could not have asked for more supportive 
colleagues and they have always been willing to answer all my questions.  I feel really happy with my choice of firm and 
excited for the challenges of my third seat! 


