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Niamh Hills - newly qualified (NQ) at Barlow Robbins LLP

Having thoroughly enjoyed my two years as a trainee with Barlow Robbins, I was 
delighted to be offered a newly qualified position within the firm’s Personal Injury 
and Clinical Negligence team, starting in September 2015.

And the training ‘reins’ are certainly now off – it is a big step having the word ‘trainee’ 
removed from your title and becoming a fully-fledged solicitor. However, throughout 
my training contract and my time so far as an NQ, I continue to find that the firm is 
filled with people who are willing and able to support you, no matter how silly you 
think your question may be. One thing my training contract taught me, and of which 
I am consistently reminded, is that there is no such thing as a stupid question.

I continue to work closely with colleagues who supervise and guide me as I build the 
skills necessary to progress my own cases. Personal Injury and Clinical Negligence 
matters often go on for quite some time, so despite having had a very busy seat in 
the department as a trainee, there are still new things that I am coming across. It is 
beneficial to be part of an experienced and supportive team who take the time to 
discuss and explain any curveballs the litigation world can throw at us.

Since qualifying, I have already had the opportunity to lodge an application for permission to appeal a personal injury 
judgment and sat behind Counsel at a 3 day, multi-track trial. My day-to-day work combines assisting on bigger, 
catastrophic cases, in addition to running my own cases. This combination is allowing me to build on my experience and 
increase my exposure in this field.

I have continued to be offered training in my now chosen specialism and have been on a number of training courses. 
These have proven invaluable, particularly as I have qualified into an area which was my very first seat. I am heavily 
involved with the firm’s Social Committee, as I was as a trainee, and this allows me a break from all of the new information 
I am having to digest as a newly qualified solicitor. 


